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INFO AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 
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AMCONSUL CAPE TOWN 
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UNCLAS DURBAN 0324 

E.O. 11652:N/A 

TAGS: PINS, SHUM, PFOR, SF, WZ 

SUBJECT: PIETERMARITZBURG TERRORISM TRIAL ADJOURNED 
REE: DURBAN 0311, 0170 

1 . THE TRIAL OF TEN AFRICANS CHARGED WITH RECRUITING 
"TERRORISTS" EOR THE AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS (DURBAN 0170) 

WAS ADJOURNED JUNE 13, ONE DAY AFTER IT BEGAN, TO ALLOW THE 
JUDGE TIME TO CONSIDER PLEAS BY TWO DEFENDANTS THAT THEY WERE 
KIDNAPPED FROM SWAZILAND BY SOUTH AFRICAN POLICE AND THEREFORE 
OUTSIDE THE JURISDICTION OF SOUTH AFRICAN COURTS. THE TWO 
MEN HAD FAILED EARLIER IN A PRE-TRIAL PETITION TO OBTAIN 
THEIR RETURN TO SWAZILAND (DURBAN 0311.) IN ORAL ARGUMENT 
PROSECUTION CONTINUED TO CLAIM THAT CIRCUMSTANCES 
OF DEFENDANTS' CAPTURE WERE IRRELEVANT. PROSECUTOR ARGUED THAT 
"SOUTH AFRICAN LAW ACCORDS WITH LAW IN ENGLAND, UNITED STATES, 
INDIA AND ISRAEL. IN ALL THESE COUNTRIES THE COURTS HAVE... 

DECIDED THEY WILL EXERCISE JURISDICTION OVER A PERSON ARRESTED 
IN VIOLATION OF INTERNATIONAL LAW AND THAT ONCE SUCH A 
PERSON IS LAWFULLY DETAINED...THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE 
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ORIGINAL CAPTURE ARE IRRELEVANT." 
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2. OTHER EIGHT INDIVIDUALS PLEADED NOT GUILTY TO CHARGES. 
TRIAL SCHEDULED TO RESUME AUGUST 2. 
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